
 
 

3rd Grade Summer Project                                                     Name 

Please complete 2 tasks per subject 

MATH SCIENCE/WRITING ELA SOCIAL STUDIES 

Geometry: 
Students need to create a 

picture book with 15 pictures of 

different shapes they see  
around the world  
(neighborhood/park/house). 

They must have the picture of 

the object and label what 

geometric shape it is. 

Research: 
Using Animals  
(nationalgeographic.com), 

pick an animal and make a 

picture book with your five 

favorite facts about the 

animal you chose. Each 

page should include a fact 

and a drawing. Include a 

cover page with a drawing 

of the animal, a title, and the 

author. 

Sequencing: 
Details are so important, 

especially when you are 

explaining how to do 

something to someone else. 

Create a recipe card by 

writing the steps (directions) 

to make your favorite 

food/dessert. Make it colorful 

and fun! 

Who Dun It?  
Pick a person from any 

point in history that 

invented something that is 

still used today. Make a  
posterboard or  
PowerPoint talking about 

the person, their invention, 

and why it is important. 

Include at least 10 fun 

facts about the 

invention/person! 

Measurement and Data: 
Create a daily schedule that 

shows what a normal day 

over the summer looks like in 

your life. Start with the time 

you wake up and list at least 

ten events that you would 

complete during the day with 

the last being you would go to 

bed. List the amount of hours 

and minutes between each 

event. Count to the nearest 5 

minutes when finding the time 

for the event. For example: 
8:00: Wake up 
10 minutes 
8:10: Eat breakfast 
30 minutes 
8:40: Watch tv 

Matter: 
Observe 5 different things. 
Record the item name and 

observe 3 different physical  
characteristics of it (color, 

shape, rough/smooth, 

hard/soft, temperature). 

Fable/Myth: 
Read a fable or a myth from 
a different culture than 

yours. Create a visual 

representation of how the 
two cultures are the same 

and how they are different.  
Include words and pictures! 

Our World: 
Pick a country you want to 

know more about. After 

researching (books, 

websites, videos, exc), 

write 10 fun facts about 

your country. Then 

recreate the country’s flag 

by drawing or painting it.  

Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking: 
Pretend you are a math  
teacher. Write a list of at least 5 

steps of how you would teach 

either addition or subtraction 

with two-digit numbers. Then 

do 15 problems of either 

addition or subtraction that 

you just taught. Label the steps 

and the example problems. 

You can choose the numbers 

for your 15 problems, they just 

need to be different numbers 

for each problem. 

Earth/Space: 
Record the moon phases for 

one week. Draw the moon 
shape and label it.  
Homeschool Pop on 

YouTube has a great video 

about moon phases for kids! 

Pick-A-Book: MUST 

COMPLETE 
Pick a chapter book from the 

summer Reading list and 

complete an activity to go 

along with it (on the next 

page) 

Pick a President: 
Pick one of our U.S.  
Presidents, past or present. 

Research about their life, 

when they served, 

interesting facts, exc. You 

may either create a 

poster board OR a video  
talking about the 

president. Make it news 

report style and at least 1 

minute long! 
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Number and Operations in 
Base Ten: 
Design a poster that explains 

place value to a younger 

student. Be sure to include 

labels and examples. 

Research/Earth and Space: 
Using a book about space 

(from the library or your 

own), take notes. Using bullet 

points, write at least ten facts 

from the book about space. 

Non-Fiction Research: Pick 

one important event in 

history. Read and research 

about the event and create 

ANY unique way (poster 

board, video, PowerPoint, 

paper, diorama, exc.) to 

explain who it involved, 

what happened and why it 

is important.  

 

 

Summer Reading: 

Please choose one book below and complete one of the options below 

Ada Twist, Scientist…..Andrea Beaty 

Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters by Andrea Beaty 

CatStronauts….. by Drew Brockington 

Pedro’s Big Goal…..by Fran Manushkin 

Meet Yasmin!.....by Saadia Faruqi 

Movie pitch 

Making movies based on popular books is a Hollywood staple. Have students create an “elevator pitch” (i.e., a pitch 

delivered in the time it would take to ride an elevator) that explains to a producer why the book would make a good 

movie, give suggestions about who should play the characters, and identify an element that might need to change for the 

movie version. This activity obviously works best with books that have not already been made into movies. 

Book/movie comparison 

If students read a book has already been made into a movie, they can write a comparison between the book and the movie. 

They should include information about key changes from the book and develop ideas about why these changes were made 

and how effective they were. 

Character portrait 

Have students create a portrait of a character from the book they read. The portrait should be made up of words and 

symbols that represent the character. For example, if a character is a computer whiz, the outline of her face might be made 

up of ones and zeros like binary code, and her eyes might be computer screens. This is a great way to integrate the arts 

into a literacy lesson. 

New character introduction 

Have students introduce a new character into the book they read. They should explain who the character is, which book 

characters the new character would interact with, what role the new character would play (Advisor? Foil? Comic relief?), 

and how the new character would affect the rest of the book.  

Book cover analysis/design 

Have students take a close look at several book covers and make a list of common elements they see, such as the title, 

author, images, book blurbs, etc. They can also list some examples that were effective and some that were less successful. 



 
Then, have students design a cover for the book they read. They should be able to explain the elements they chose to 

include and how they relate to the book. 

Blind date with a book 

Related to designing a book cover, give students plain paper that is not see-through, such as butcher paper, and have them 

each wrap the book they read like a present. Then have them write words or short phrases that describe the book on the 

paper without giving away the title of the book or its author (and, of course, no spoilers). Place all the books on a shelf 

and let students browse through the offerings and select the next book they want to read based on the words and phrases 

on the cover. You could also make this an ongoing project and designate shelf space in the library for “blind date” books. 

 

Interview with a character 

Sometimes a character in a book feels so real that you can almost imagine talking to them. Have students write questions 

they would ask a character in the book they read. When they have finished writing the questions, have them answer these 

from the perspective of the character. If a video camera is available, students could create a mock talk show with literary 

characters as the interviewed guests. 

Book trailer 

Almost everybody has seen a movie trailer that made them really want to see the movie. Students can create a similar 

trailer for the book they read. There are many choices for free video editing software—including WeVideo, Windows 

Movie Maker, and iMovie—that students can use to create transitions, add special effects, edit out mistakes, and add 

audio. This type of alternative book report also helps develop 21st-century digital skills! 

Book club questions 

Some books have a section in the back with questions for facilitating discussion at a book club. In this vein, have students 

write a section of discussion questions for the book they read. Remind them that discussion questions don’t have an easy 

answer. Instead, they should enable people to express their own perspectives while answering the question. 

Debate time/"The hard sell" 

Have students create a persuasive argument—without spoilers—about why other students should read the book. To make 

it more exciting, have one student be the “chooser” and let two students take turns trying to persuade that student. 

Encourage the persuaders to adapt their arguments based on which classmate they are trying to persuade. 

Podcast 

Have students create a podcast relating to their book. They could podcast from the perspective of a character or retell the 

book’s story in a series of short episodes. Students can easily record the audio for their podcasts on a computer or 

smartphone. They can also use a free sound editing program—such as Audacity or GarageBand—to edit their recording. 

Then, they can upload the audio file to your school website to share with colleagues and parents. If students aren’t 

familiar with podcasts, they can listen to podcasts such as Youth Radio and StoryCorps before creating their own. 

Comic strip or picture book 

Have students condense the book they read into a comic strip/graphic novel or a picture book. Challenge them to tell the 

whole story in the new format, not just one section of the book. If appropriate, students could read their books to younger 

students. 



 
Excerpt 

Selecting the right excerpt from a book to share with an audience can be challenging. You might select an excerpt that 

gives a good sense of a particular character, or one that showcases the author’s writing style, or even one that ends on a 

cliffhanger so your audience will have to pick up the book to see what happens next. Have students select an excerpt from 

their book to read to the class. Ask them to write an explanation of why they selected that excerpt and how it relates to the 

book as a whole.  

Alternate ending 

Have you ever loved a book, but wished it ended differently? Give students the chance to get the resolution they want by 

rewriting the ending of the book they read. Then, have them explain why they made the change they did. 

Roller coaster  

Have students analyze the plot of the book they read by creating a roller coaster on a large piece of paper. The coaster 

should have the five stages of a plot from Freytag’s pyramid: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and 

denouement. Students should draw cars along the roller coaster that use words and/or symbols to visually explain each 

part of the book. 

Sequel pitch 

Sometimes a book is so good, you just don’t want to say goodbye to its characters. Have students pitch an idea for a 

sequel to the book they read as if they were speaking to the editor. They should include a basic outline of the plot, any 

new characters, and an explanation of why the book deserves a sequel. Taking this a step further, you could have students 

write the first chapter of the sequel after making their pitch. 

Another point of view 

Point of view is a key literary device. Have students retell a part of the book they read from a different point of view. 

They may choose to use first-person point of view or third-person narration to switch to the perspective of a different 

character. This is an opportunity for students to explore the unsaid motivations of secondary characters. 

Board game  

Have students create a board game about the book they read. For example, the game could advance players when they 

answer a question about the book or move players backward or forward based on problems and solutions from the book. 

In her article "Fifty Alternatives to the Book Report," Diana Mitchell writes, "Students tire of responding to novels in the 

same ways. They want new ways to think about a piece of literature and new ways to dig into it." This lesson invites 

students to respond to texts in a new way while also helping them focus on key points in their books. 

 

 


